
BARING THE SOUL OF "GERMANY
Former Director of Krupps' Reveals
Moral Degradation That Has Eaten

Into Every Stratum of Society
in the Fatherland

Press, Preachers ancj Professors PU.
loried as Three Special Kinds of
Scoundrels That Set Themselves

to Poison All the Others

By Edmond McKenna
GERMAN treachery, German]

ambition, German duplicity
.the details of the many

crimes with which the war was pre¬
pared and has been fought, have al¬
ready been revealed to the world in
the writings of Wilhelm Muehlon,
former director of Krupps' and an

unwilling and disgusted participant
in the councils of the All-Highest.
But much as has been printed of
his revelations, all has not yet been
told. The first complete translation
of his diary, translated by William
L. McPherson and published by
G. P. Putnam's Sons under the
title of "The Vandal of Europe,"
gives new proofs of the debasement
of Germany.

In addition to what has previously
been published in this country, the
diary contains many passages in
which Dr. Muehlon dissects and ana¬

lyzes the very soul of Germany.
and finds it as evil as her deeds. He
points out the moral degradation
which lies behind the wrongs she
has done, and brings out proofs of
cruelty, brutality, cowardice, crafti¬
ness and utter lack of conscience.
And all this because, though a Ger¬
man and living inside Germany and
depending on the same information
or misinformation that has been fed
to all under the Kaiser's rule, he
was uncorrupted by the visions of
power which have been conjured by
the German rulers to appeal to the
lust and greed of their subjects.
Reveals Very Fibre
Of the Prussian Soul

Thus it has remained fur him to
reveal the very fibre of the Prus¬
sian soul and the motivation of
Prussian thought and action as it
could not have been attempted by
any one outside the empire.

Dr. Muehlon's book is a personal
diary kept by him during the first
few months of the war. What char¬
acterizes the revelations of Hen
Muehlon even beyond their truth is
their almost unbelievable sanity
coming as they do from the ravine
vortex of a world in the first throes
of its madness.

In making these revelations aboul
his countrymen Dr. Muehlon has ai
the same time revealed himself ai
probably "the only European in Ger
many." The book was not writter
in any propagandist sense nor foi
any possible effect it could have ot
warrfir peace in the future; it is ;

confession, not of sins, but of feel
ings and instincts. The entries it
the diary began, "In the first day
of August, 1914," and among then
are found this inconspicuous note:

"From now on I Bhall set down
fvery day. if possible, some com¬
ments, and let them stand just as
they were written. Even though oc¬
casion nhotild arise hereafter to
correct them or amplify them, it
seems to me more important to pre¬
sen-e a clear image of my current
thoughts, opinions and experiences."
So the work, it seems, was don

for his own sake, to preserve hi
own thoughts, opinions and exper;
enees. There are very few happer
ings in the world during the fir>
few- months of the war on whic
Muehlon has not a biting opinion t
express. His observations cpvc
nearly all departments of civil an
military life.the invasion of Be
gram, the debauchery of busine;
and of the press, the denial of Ru
sian atrocities, the deportation (

Belgians and the treatment of pri
oners, the attempt to debauch state
men and the press in neutral coui
tries, the Prussian lust for territor
international law and the condu
of authors and artists.

Plunder and the
Omnipotent Bribe

While excoriating the institutioi
and the people of his country, 1
«ays, directly and by implicatio
many times that he would glad
testify to the existence of other se
timents than these he attributes
them, if he only could find the:
»entiment*.

Plunder wn the watchword <

tli« dominant clanes in Germany b
fore the war, according to D
Muehlon, who because of his poi
tion as director of Krupp«' «an spe«
with authority, and the bribe tl
beat way of advancing ordinal
Kusine»» as well a» state policy.
Of Borne of the German office

the beat recommendation Dr. Mue
Ion can give is that they appear
h»m "like idiota playing with toys
Of the soldiery in general he
painstakingly lucid, if not bo ej
iframmatic. This is his opinion
them after a few weeks' operatioi
in Belgium:

"They are Ilk« barbarians who b«
com* intoxicated with rictory, «v*
;f It ha» b*;«n Achieved at th« <r%

gtatM «Z defenceless opponents. WitI

wild hurrahs they are already tlis-
tributing in their tents the treasures
and the men taken as booty. But if
a strong, courageous enemy, of whose
approach in their hour of victory
they had had no warning, should ap¬
proach them, they would again take
hasty flight to their swamps and for¬
ests and would be as content with
these as they formerly were eager to
roam all over the world, mere

vagrants, without any understanding
of distance or world relationships."
Dr. Muehlon makes a fine distinc¬

tion between a German and a Euro¬
pean, and declares that if Germans
should at any time gain the hege¬
mony of Europe "a general exodus
of Europeans will occur. The re¬

mote corners of Europe will become
the most desired places of refuge.
With pride and horror every one

would insist that he be delivered
from the sight of a German."

Late in August, 1914, when
things were going badly with
France, Dr. Muehlon assures him¬
self, at least, that France will not
perish, that, even though she is
overrun, she will be able to save her
soul, if not her territory.

"Some think that France will tun»
away from England, and, to save

herself, make common cause with
Germany against England. But these
people are fools. France is no trader,
like Germany. Her convictions are

not for sale."

Kaiser Urges
No Quarter

In a simple, direct note Muehlon
pillories the Kaiser. He writes:

"A letter from the front brings me

the news that the German Kaiser
personally stated before an assem¬

blage of officers that he has now

enough prisoners and that he hoped
the officers would see to it that no

more were taken. This news is en¬

tirely trustworthy."
An entry tells how the Crown

Prince of Bavaria is developing into
a similar braggart.

"This gentleman, the brother-in-
*law of the Queen of the Belgians,
issues on Belgian soil an address to
his army in which he tells his sol¬
diers that they have now the honor
of fighting against the English. Eng¬
land is solely responsible for the
war; his troops should, therefore,
take ruthless revenge for the evil
wrought on the world by England.
This sounds like an incitation to give
no quarter. Iu is an encouragement
to brutality. Compare it with the
tone in which the English com¬
mander in chief has addressed his
troops: 'Do your duty; do honor to
the English name; conduct your¬
selves respectably.'"
Dr. Muehlon contrasts the conduct

of German troops in Belgium and
northern France with the conduct of
Russian troops in East Prussia:

"I get news at first hand that the
commission for the investigation of
Kussian outrapes in East Prussia,
with the Minister of the Interior,
the Ober-Priisident, etc., at its head,
has returnc«! without findings, ex¬

cept such as could be constructed
from the heated fancies of their fel¬
low countrymen. It has not been
able to verify a single one of the re¬

ported outrages. This is important
enough to go into further.

"Hair-raising details of Russian
barbarity had been given us. Pub¬
lic opinion credulously accepted
these tales, even though they ran to
frightful extremes.for instance,
that th<> Russian soldiers made a

practice of mailing the hands of
little, country children to tables. For
with us in Germany the Russian
soldier 13 regarded as a mere beast
of prey, whose brutality, cruelty,
iihamelesisness and passion for de~
struction cannot be paralleled, to
an equal degree, in any other por¬
tion of the human race.

"I had already doubted the repre¬
sentative character of this picture
and, on the basis of various impres¬
sions of Russia, had imagined that
the Russian soldier may well be still
more lacking in judgment and still
more excitable than the German sol¬
dier is, but yet milder, more good-
humored and more altruistic than
the latter. It must be considered
that in Russia there are many and
very dissimilar stocks, but I found
my conception confirmed in the mi¬
nute portraits of the Russian mujik
drawn by the great Russian authors
and in the current news about intel¬
lectual movements in all parts of
Russia. If any ono replie» that the
Russian soldier blindly obeys his
leaders, then I mast say that these
leaders seem to be, with all their
other defects, far superior to our
own In whatever concerns hon¬
test, humane feelings and inclina¬
tions toward jnstlce and magna¬
nimity." . . .

"Germans, b« still now and bow
your heads. In your boorish sim¬
plicity you are a peril to the
world." . . .

"What did Hlndenburg's troops do
when they triumphed ovor tho Rus¬
sian»? The story goes from mouth
to mouth: It was not enough that
the /enemy wo« driven lato the
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¦""¦'.From 7';,': Sydney BulletinThe Boss:.."The fact is, Bill, I'm fed up with you."

swamps; tens of thousands of them
who wished to surrender and sought
to clamber out of the morass were

pushed hack again at the bayonet's
point, until they were suffocated and
drowned. This was done under or¬

ders. Quarter was not to be given.
One could not.make use at home of
so many prisoners. For days and
nights the cries of the drowning
were heard, so piercing that they
sounded above the thunder of the
cannon, and many a soldier who was

obliged to listen to this clamor of
desperation lost his reason.

"I have no absolute assurance that
this is true. But everybody says it
really happened and no one has a

word of regret for it. On the con¬
trary, every one approves it and says
it was the only proper thing to do."

Attempt to Debauch
The Whole World

The German policy of first de¬
bauching its own press and then
using it to debauch the press of the
enemy and neutral world is set forth
by Dr. Muehlon with many incisive
particulars. What is beyond the skill
of the diplomatic liars is left to the
skill of the journalistic liars, or the
"Golden Ass," as he calls them.
He writes, by way of introduction

to this subject, that.
"The German« try to account for

their unpopularity by explaining that
they have not sufficiently debauched
the foreign press. Mark the word.
debauched.not enlightened, or edu¬
cated. The German conception of the
rest of the world is vary simple, and
our world politics is conducted on
this same simple basis."
The press of the Fatherland

Muehlon claims is the backbone of
its moral and mental destruction; to
liken it to a "loathsome reptile" and
a "hideous leper" is not too strong
for him. He says the press in Ger¬
many is as unanimous as it claims
to be, and then accuses it of funda¬
mental falsity, Injustice, wickedness
and hatefulness. Americans should
read all that Muehlon has to say
about the press of his country.

"The mania of the German press
has become revolting. One must
avoid many columns of Its contents
as he avoids mud puddles. I cast a

rapid glance of disgust at some news¬

papers, like one who notices each day
that a loathsome reptile, which he
cannot kill, is still In the same place.
Yes, the prcjjs is really unanimous,
as it boasts of being. May the Ger¬
man people never suffer under the ac¬
cusation that what the world hears
these days is the ffe« speech of the
people through its own spokesmen!
The fate of Germany would be fright¬
ful if our opponents, in cuao of vic¬
tory, hhould not be more magnani¬
mous, than the Gorman press la.

, "Even if I did not read the foreign
I papers, and so could nol form a judg-
ment by contrast and comparison, I
should still recognize from the

Í speech of the German newspapers
that our degradation is the deepest
of all. I certainly do not forget that
we are in a state, of siege, and that
every criticism and every expression
of opinion not inspired by the gov-
eminent is suppressed with draconic
severity. But the newspapers, even
in Germany, could not be compelled
to bellow. They could be silent in¬
stead of joining in inciting hate.

Germany Needs New
Skin, Heart and Brain

I"They do not do this. On the con-,
trary, they outdo the government,
toward which their complacence
knows no limit. Never will the Ger¬
man press be able to lift the burden
of disgrace with which it has laden
itself in this war. After the war we
must create a new press. The pressof to-day ia a hideous leper. Ger-

many needs a new skin, as well as a

new brain and a new heart.
"I cannot believe that hundreds of

thousands who have read the papers
in the last week do not share my
feelings. What I have to reproach
the press for is not so much its
ignorance, its philistinism, its lack
of taste, its arrogance and its rude¬
ness as its fundamental falsity, in¬
justice, wickedness anl hatefulness.
"No single voice is raised which

deplores the tragic fate of Belgium,
calls her misfortune undeserved, con¬

cedes her any good qualities, pleads
for mildness or charity; does not
hold her whole population responsi¬
ble for the excesses of individuals
and does not urge that she be dis¬
membered and despoiled.
"No voice asks for serious consid¬

eration of tho question whether the
invasion of Belgium was justifiable,
unavoidable, or even advantageous.
No; for every newspaper writer as¬
sumes without proof that there was
no other way out but to ignore Bel¬
gian sovereignty; that Belgium had

Crying Truth in German Wilderness
(From Wilhelm Muehloris diary)

IF German policy consisted merely of selfishness and calcu¬lation it would, because of the lack of higher and nobleraims, still be less contemptible than it is to-day by reasonof its strong infusion of brutality.
* * * # *

Scruples are certainly not a weakness in the leading circlesof the New Germany. These people are considerate only whenthey doubt their own power. The populace must, however,preserve its morals, so as to be the apter instrument of a brutalpolicy. . . . They tell the people that state morality andprivate morality operate and must operate in entirely differentspheres. At the same time an example of the greatest piety isset. . . Disgusting hypocrisy and cunning, contempt forthe people, and criminal anxiety manifest themselves in thisofficial piety. It aims at nothing but the sanctification of false¬hood, the adoration of brutality, the deification of William II.T»TT T*V A"
The Prussia of to-day can only sow a deeper hate amongthe European peoples and aggravate that hate into an obses¬sion. She will steal everything.everything she can lay herhands on.and she will hold it fast. . . . She will force

every alien civilization to reverence her barbarity. *
* * * V V-

There is a moral element in human development whichwill overcome us the more we challenge it.
* * ¥ ¥ V

The dogma obtains with all the servants of the state thattheir highest duty is to be useful to the state. This obligationsanctifies all means. Perfidy, lying, forgery, deception, cor¬ruption and murder are no longer loathed where the state isconcerned.
¥ ¥ * * H-

If I should ever hear a voice in Germany which speaks ofjustice, humanity, or non-material progress after the war, orafter our victory, then I will comment on the fact with prideand very fully, even if it is the voice of an unimportant andunknown person. I shall call him the first European inGermany.

already abandoned her neutrality;
that it was right to make her lick the
German hand which she had bitten.

Three Kinds of
j Special Scoundrels

"The state of siege brings many
j kinds of scoundrels into the fore-

ground. They offer the government
their pens for all sorts of foul deeds,
as bravos offer their stilettos. The
.picked troops of this infamous army
of journalists belong to three ciasse«.
They consist, first, of disgustingly
stupid officers on the retired list,
who, even in time of war, are not
available as soldiers; secondly, of
worthy pastors, who, with an icy soul
and a good nature«! smile, trumpet
forth every base deed aa a manifesta¬
tion of German Protestant heroism;
and, thirdly (the worst of all), of
numerous modern university profes-
sors, who, overladen with titles and
distinctions, swimming with every
patriotic current, are either mer¬
cenaries or bounders who, outside the
field of their own specialties, are
seeking not clearness and truth but
only temporary notoriety.

"This highly respectable scum of
three leading Prussian professions
wants to make history by lying;
wants to create historical sources bymaking barefaced assertions. Thus
it comes to pass that to-day one is
looked on with contempt in Germanjif one declares that it is unlikely or
at any rate, not proved that th«
French were the first to march int«
Belgium or had intended doing so
Yet every day brings to r.nybod;who wants to son new proofs tha! France respected Belgian neutralityRut go on lying, you barbarians
Truth will hurl you into the abyss."The press abuses France no les
vilely. Every French communiqué i
false; every French statem cut i
mere manipulation of phrases. Th
French soldiers fight reluctantly, us
dum-dum bullets, ravage and plurder, commit the most atrociou
crimes and flee like sheep befoi
the German troops. The financi;
condition of the country is pitiablethe government is powerless; ti
generals are either incompetent
are monarchists and are at odds wil
their English colleagues.
"There is not a glimmer of re

son or justice which moves Germi
journalists to show honor to or a
preciation of the enemy. Yet occ
sionally dignified and favorable coi
monts on the German troops rea
us from France, and the Germ
press reprints them with pride. Sti
this example does not inspire tiny o
here to reciprocate, although the
is sufficient occasion. For in tl
war the French oilicinl stntemer
have always told the truth, plaliand unreservedly, even when it w
painful to do ho, while the (¡ermi
are reatjy to tell tho truth onlyIon« a« than aro winning victories

Dr. Muehlon's revelations of the
debauching of business in neutral
countries through the German; For¬
eign Office and the military admin¬
istration will appeal with peculiar
force to Americans after the dis¬
closures of the Bernstorlf episodes
in the United States. Dr. Muehlon
says of this peculiarly German prac¬
tice:

"When the Foreign Office and the
military administration lack chan¬
nels of their own they go to the big
business firms and inquire whether
the latter have confidential agents
abroad who might transmit to the
leading statesmen the millions nec¬

essary to induce them to change
their views. In doing this it is as¬

sumed, as a matter of course, that
the ministers of the neutral states
.not the press alone.have already
been debauched by the other side
and that it is only a question of
overcoming competition. We no

longer seem to believe it possible
that any statesman would resist
temptation on a sufficiently impres¬
sive scale or would prefer to follow
an honorable, uncoerced policy dic¬
tated by the best interesta of his
country.

"I could tell much more about
these practices, which I have long
hated. But to-day I only want to
give expression to the thought how
horrible it would be if. because of
vast sums of money poured into the
pockets of dishonest public servants,
whole nations were to be sacrificed
and, so to speak, farmed out for mil¬
itary purposes. Will there ever be a
historian who will investigate these
matters and drag them out into the
light?"

Prussian Promises
And the Poles

The writer of this remarkabk
diary brings acute analysis to Ger
many's promise to the Poles oi
"liberation front the Muscovite
yoke." Dr. Muehlon impresses th<
reader that he knows the exactvaku
of Prussian promises. He writes:

"Germany, in common with Aus-
tr5a-Hungary, promises the Poles
'liberation from the Muscovite
yoke.' If Prussia were at war with
Austria she would in a similar man-

Tier appeal to the population of the
glorious kingdom of Bohemia. The
purpose is so dirty as to soil the
noble word 'liberation.' Nor should
we Germans dare to talk of 'the
Muscovite yoke.' i We wear a yoke
ourselves more decorative, to be
sure, but even more galling. And
we have subjected the Poles more

systematically to infamous treat¬
ment than the Russians have. We
continue to persecute the Danes and
Alsatians to the point of death. But
the Poles are to be allowed, for a

certain period, to breathe the fresh
air and to receive a better prison
fare, in order that they may adver¬
tise to their brethren, who languish
in Russia, the glory of Prussia, and
encourage them to overpower the
Russian jailer.
"For it must be well understood

that in Prussia no one intends giving
the Poles anything at Prussian ex¬
pense. The Prussian frontier;! must
remain inflexible, like the outlines oi
the hard-hearted, ignoble conception
of the Prussian state. The purpose
is ¿Imply to incite the Poles againS'
the Czar because one happens to fall
out with him.to rob him of hi¡
chattels, which we both once stol«
and partitioned between us. Prussu
simply wants to make the war easie:
for heroelf. She has not a vcstigi
of love or esteem for the soul oi
bod;, of the unhappy Folish people
I have always firmly maintained tha
the subjugation of Poland couic
never be achieved, even though threi
emperors should sit on the coffin o
Polish freedom, because so long a;
the Pole? lived they would defeni
themselves. I am therefore fillei
with bitterness to "see what incite
ments are necessary to conver
Prussia into a friend of the Russiai
Poles."

Making Crimes
For England

What 13 a virtue in Germany wi
regarded by German officials as tl
blackest of crimes were it done I
any other nation. For instance, ti
fact that Britain had commandeen
for her own use completed ai

partly completed ships which we
being built in British yards for Tu
key was looked upon as an unhea
of violation of international la
since Turkey was then a neuti
country, nnd as a consequence Ti
key was urged to expel all Englig
men within her territories. I
Muehlon says of this official Pri
sian announcement:

"I cannot comment better on ta]
of this sort than by making the fo
lowing observation: The War Di
partment and the Marine Office
Berlin have commanderred from tl
first day of the war all artilleryarsnip material under construction
Germany for foreign countries, witl
out agreements of any sort wil
these countries, among which a:
Argentina, Norway, Brazil, Chil
Switzerland, Rumania, Greece ai

Bulgaria. Settlement with tht gow
ernmcnt affected was left to tht
German private firms, whom tie «o.
thoritics naturally assured againn
loss. Germany thus censures Eng.
land for doing what she herself haï
done for a long time on grounds of
military necessity. One cannot
carry vilification further. Moreover,
Germany is not the guardian of Tur¬
key, which in recent years has chosen
quite different godfathers."

More Unscrupulous
Than Bismarck

Dr. Muehlon declares he was
swept with a genuine sensation of
horror when

_
be read the German

troops were in Belgium.
"I collect my thoughts and find

that our irruption into Belgium
means for us a frightful moral ex¬

piation.that we have dealt more
unscrupulously even than Bismarck
did and that a victorious war will
not reinstate us in the confidence of
Europe or of the rest of the world.
"That reasons of strategy had in¬

duced the invasion of Belgium was,
of course, clear to me. Admitting
the justice and urgency of these
reasons, nevertheless our whole con¬
duct toward Belgium was so brutal,
so tricky, so against all political
committals and obligations, so poor¬
ly prepared for by diplomatic means,
that Belgium could not possibly as¬
sent without becoming contempti¬
ble for all time. Therefore, we
could not expect compliance on the
part of Belgium; for we ought to
have considered among the possibili¬
ties of our policy the crushing of
Belgium, the destruction of her cities,
the annihilation of her armies and,
even more, the oppression of her
whole people, who would be obliged
to oppose the invaders, even though
with the extrcniest reluctance. And
a seizure of Belgium would have in¬
volved a certain delay.

"I went to-day among those of
whom I expected a clear view and a
correct understanding of the act of
violence committed against Belgium
and I did not conceal my disgust
L'nfortunately I found nobody who
agreed with me. One said, 'If we
had not marched into Belgium the
French would have.'

"I answered, '1 do not hellere that,'
Why should the French commit
themselves to such an adventure
which would scatter their inferior
forces? In any case we could have
waited without danger until the
French had taken such a step. New«
of the first French movement in that
direction would have reached as in
plenty of time.
"The rumors in circulation to the

effect that the French arc already il
Belgium are entirely incredible
One needs only to consider the mat¬
ter a little in order to say to hira
self that in that case the Bc'giant
would be taking hostile ectioi

j against the French, just as they an
now taking it against us. Belgiun
has long had no greater apprehen
sion than a violation or her indepen

j dence and neutrality. You can reai
in all the papers that before on

entry into Belgium sentiment ther
was not unfavorable to us. But eve

j if popular sentiment had been en

tirely pro-French, I hold it to b
absolutely impossible that the Be!
giuns would have made commo
cause with the French. They wer
in no way convinced that Frar.c
would win and they would ha?i¡ ha
every reason to fear our vengeance.

Finds Proofs of
His Opinions

Later in the year, on November
Dr. Muehlon comes back to the qui
tion of Germany's guilt in invadi
Belgium. On that date he mal
this significant entry for the sake
truth and to justify himself in 1
opinion he held when the deed v

perpetrated :

"I recommend to anybody wi
may still have doubts as to Belgium
intentions at the outbreak of the wi

to read the Belgian Gray Boo
which has just been issued. Shan
on iiim who, after comparing it wii
German outgivings, still maictaii
that Belgium had made any SgT*
ments with our opponents or tb
France ever had any idea of march»
through Belgium! Twofold ahan
on him who doesn't sympathize wi
that misused country, and threcfo
shame on him who says that B«
gium could have permitted the ps
sage of German troops without 1c

j ing her honor!"

Almost Tempted
To Show Pride

Commenting on a hard fought b
tie on the Belgian-French bore
Dr. Muehlon closes this part of
reflections on the crass barbarity
the German army and state meth
by saying:

"1 was almost tempted to an I

voluntary pride over this expl«
But the frightful crime and t

frightful sacrifice involved forbi
such feelings."
It was Edmund Burke who

j marked on the impossibility oí

dieting a whole people. Mud
does indict the whole German pe<

| through all the strata of its eoch


